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2011 Moder atords Message

Dear Friends in Christ and Covenant,

What is your favorite Christmas carol? | lov
them all (no surprise therel!), but for some ree
son | have always lovedVhat Child is This? re-
member learning to play it as a child, and feelin' =
the comfort of how the notes flowed so naturall
through the fingers as they struck each ke
There was, and still is, something magical abo
it. And, the inviting lure of the melody seems t
echo the mystery and /:
- i
\FQ/CA officers Some people | know have favorite carols because of a memory associated
ev. Cynthia Bacon Ham- . . . . . . .
mer, Heritage Congrega- ~ With the songiwhere they first heard ifihow their grandfather used to sing it
tional ChurchModerator on Christmas Evéor when their child first learned it. Perhaps you have had
a similar experience, and love a particular carol because of how it impacted
Pastor Carol Taylor, Sec- . .
ond Congregational your life and faith.
ChurchPast Moderator
, Whatever the reason for a certain <c
Kurt Hoefert, Faith Com- -
munity ChurckModerator | € @St some of the reason you |ove |
Elect just like me withWhat Child is This?In the Christmas season, and with the
oot i North Sh Advent that prepares us, mystery is all around us. We do not know how or
C?)tnglrzsg(g:i’ong:tChur(éLe why Jesus was born the way He was. We do not understand everything about
Secretary Godds work through Jesus. And yet,

_ , same after Jesus was born.
Andy Forsaith, Heritage

Congregational Chureh .
Treagsur%r We also know that the beauty of God was given a human face through

Christds birth, a n d -altering dventtwe werauapla tot h i
Doug Gray, Second Con- oy God in a new and amazing way.
gregational Church
Ministerso Fellowship _ ) )

What is your favorite Christmas carol? Why do you love it so? And, what
g"ﬁ('}g“ggnﬁzgzgghglorth does it say about the mystery and beauty of God with us, Emmanuel, Jesus,
ChurchYouth and camp ~ Who was born that night so long ago?

Committee

. May the light of Christ be with you during this season, and in all the seasons
Paul Ray, First Congrega-

tional Church of Rochester Of Your life yet to come!

-Clergy at Large
_ Blessings,
Larry Sommers, Heritage
Congregational Chureh .
Lay Member at Large Rev. Cindy Bacon Hammer
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Church News

Christmas and Advent at Faith Community Church, Franklin, WI
By Kurt J. Hoefert/Chairperson, Faith Community Church Board of Ministries

Faith

Advent and Christmas traditions have been developing in the short history of Faith Community

COmmunlty Church in Franklin. There are some activities and practices we look forward to year after year,
and we try new things once in a while to keep things fresh.

Church A J p g

Fran k| | n For the first time in several years we are advertising in Community Now newspapers. While
this may seem rather archaic to some in tod

base that we can reach. Our Thanksgiving ad is an invitation to our Advent semnieese
,Notplaryigg,0q a syecial worship service for that holiday. We are not counting on this ad to
draw many people, but if one or two respond and visit our services, it will be a success.

The Annual Cookie Walk is on Decembef™1@ is growing in popularity both with the congre-
gation and the community. It marks the midpoint of the Advent Season. This is not just a fund-
raiser, but a chance to connect generations. Organized and run by
Ladies of Faith (which, by the way, | am an honorary member),
we get several hundred pounds of cookies baked and donated by
members of the congregation and others. On the Friday night
before, the youth group will decorate cookies for sale. Those they
decorated last year all sold out! The youth also will help out at

the Cookie Walk on Saturday before they attend their confirma-
tion class.

During the final week before Christmas, we will be wrapping

gifts at the local Barnes & Noble bookseller for freewill dona-

tions. Volunteers from the congregation will sign up for two to

three hour stints to sit a table and wait for customers to stop by.

The donations go toward the building fund and other church pro-
gramming. One day is set aside for the youth group to participate
so they can raise money for their upcoming mission trip. This is a surprisingly useful outreach
to the community, especially on Christmas Eve. As it gets later in the day and people get a little
more anxious, we are able to provide a little stress relief simply by being a calming influence
and taking care of one of the holidayds | it

for
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Christmas and Adventé.cont .

Advent and Christmas are not the only activities in December. During the Cookie @/alk, | dr endés Chr i st i an
take registrations for the spring 2012 production, APar akbk
3 through 8. Performances are held at host churches that come forward to welcome the production into their sanctuaries. Audi-
tions are help in January, and everyone who signs up is guaranteed a role.

There is much happening this time of year, but if there is a common thread to all of these events, it is this: everyene we me

is invited to our Advent or Christmas Eve services. We hand out hundreds of business cards with a greeting on the front
(along with our contact information) and our worshtip sche
Importantly, it helps some members overcome their shyness about inviting strangers and others to our chapel. Here is an ex-
ample of our current Cookie Walk handout:

Cookie Walk Seek your Christmas spirit at
(7] A o
December 10, 2011 3 Faltl*;dComr:unlty.f Church
vent services:
8:00 AM - Noon 2
= Nov. 27" ,Dec. 4%, 11" & 18"
HtE_ Worship at 9:30 am
5% 7700 West Faith Drive Christmas Eve Services
( ; e Franklin, W153132 4:00 pm —ideal for families with children
@/AI ez e Wthec 10:00 pm — Choir and Candlelight service
COMENTLCIEES 12 mijle s puth of Rawson on 76" Street

Each year that we offer these unique outreach programs we improve our approach, and we can more effectively reach, teach
and preach Godds Il ove through Jesus Christ. Merry Christomn

WCA Ministry Student Profile

Bruce Goddard, lay ministry student from Fox River Congregational

The instructors certainly take their jobs to heart, encouraging our study and devo
time to help us grow in our faith and understanding of the Word. We are challeng
read and critique books that otherwise would go unnoticed, as well as working to
cover our personal strengths. Our monthly Face to Face sessions are days of le
and fellowship with the other students. There was a great section on Congregatio
History which | missed but Jon Hanson graciously shared his impeccable notes w
all. My favorite project was to write a credo, What | Believe, in my own words. |
would encourage everyone to do this, it will certainly make you think.......

The Program is a great opportunity to learn and develop our talents, whether pla
go into fulktime ministry or wishing to be a better Sunday School or Bible Study
teacher. It has been a great time of personal growth for me.

Bruce, painting at Fox River



Linda Woito,
now residing in
lowa, is a
former member
of Heritage
Congregational
Church in
Madison.
Lindaos

has been widely

recognized and
published. You
may purchase
her book,
Restless Bird,

at amazon.com.
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Poetry Feature

Winter's Worship
After Charles Wright

Father of dark, our landed gentleman,
Take into your heart our pleadings,
so all our pains can be taken in.

Listen to our cries from places tdar gone from Home,
Whose hearths beg we pray.

Cease our exile,

Where omnipresent black is mere absent of color,
whose hair is a single strand

Of one shape beholden with joy

Even during winter,

held inside a crystal of snow, ieeelted creeks
Straining to be beholden in one starry night, where shepherds saw the Sign
beneath their tree.

January, that next month from now
Comes fraught with wind and sleet,
pocked with welts against the face
turning skin to rough brocades
of unwelcome pain.

po gelliee{th)flour dim air at noontime, as farmers feed their cattle

We keep watch for all lost sheep and all lost men,
avoiding death of frozen limbs
too stiff for vacillation.

We travel through as if we wanted to hurry past Hell,
find comfort only from a thousand grains of ice
too old for caring.

Don't let us darken our unyielding Faith, our desire to move our feet
and bend our knees,

For deep longings stir our keening eyes

No longer flagellating sin,

Triumphant in the call to Radiant Light, to weave and ice our sleeves

But not our hearts
which from ashes, He will form Light.

Linda Newman Woito

[an experiment......12.20.10....only one day to Winter Solstice, my favorite Holiday.......

3:07 PM]

NOTE: You can find Charles Wright's poem, "WinW&orship" online by googling "Charles

Wright Winter Worship™-if you're curious.
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Church News, continued

Arena Congregational Church
Submitted by Pastor Leslie R. Shultz

g The Arena Congregational Church has had a busy Summer and Fall.

Our annual Outdoor worship service and picnic were held at Brigham County Park. The plan was to family
camping on Friday and Saturday with a campfire, singing, food and roasting marshmallows on Saturday evening.
The weather was too hot for camping. Sunday we gathered and had a great time with worship and a potluck picnic.
I The food was fantastic.

August 20 saw 7 children and adults climbing in a wagon drawn by a tractor driven by Tom Favreau. It was time

for the Arena Business Association parade. Candy was thrown to the children watching the parade by Brady and

Anthony, Brady, and Aydenn Anthony Favreau and Aydenn Wahljohnson. Brochures highlighting the teachings and activities of the Church were
passed out by Joe and Carol Hodgson. By the way the adults in the wagon were Sue Favreau, Kelly

Worship at Plow Days

Horses, mules, donkeys, single bottom plows, old seed drills, and the men and boys who work the soil are all
part of Plow Days that takes place October 1 and 2 in Arena Township.

This year a worship service conducted by the Rev. Leslie R.
Shultz, Arena Congregational Church, was added at 9:00 A."
Leslie and Helga Shultz riding in an olyn October 2. The worship service was based on a format b
freight wagon drawn by a team of Henry Rust, AWorship Thr ougks

‘‘‘‘‘‘‘‘

horsesownedanddrlvenbyRodAnd-FI,on,[I er . 0 E1989 Educationaff Br e
ng- service that was like an old fashioned camp meeting.

The songs that were sung were typical of the time and followed the call and response format. T

Bi ble was Pastor Shultzds f at he-8dlehifdricalg J a Ex o
background was explored. The sermon focuse atur
fat her, |l i ke son, o0 Ali ke mot her, l'i ke daug t h

faith. It would take sound biblical teaching and a consistent role model to help one generation ¢ Pastor Shultz preaching from the wagon.
the sins of the past generation so that the Christian faith could be passed on from one generativii w uic

next.

After the service the plowmen and boys began their work. There is nothing that smells as good as fresh turned soipl@viog #red cultivating
were done the planting took place. It was a great day for worship, work and friendship.
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Travel Feature &Costa Rica, by Larry Sommers

I f youdd I|like to see the Godbds eéxgotoayv
Costa Rica.

Joelle and | toured this mountainous, tropical jewel of a country last March. We tc
Road Scholar (formerly AEl derhostelo
fseasoned citizens. o0 It was a great
enjoyed an astonishing range of habitats, under the guidance of Javier Miranda,
capable and experienced tour leader.

Costa Rica is one Central American c
" the food, and breathe the air. Theos as Costa Ricans call themselves, live in a re
_, and vibrant democracy, taking pride in their own history and culture. Nowhere dic
see the pathetic and desperate pover
Costa Rica is a fr egulTeoféel apdsensit®lity. b ut

What isnotregular is the '
incredible biodiversity. Volcanic
mountain ranges rose up almost at
ithe | ast mi nut
terms, to form the final span of the
land bridge connecting the North a
South American continents. As a A
result, the formerly separate flora a
fauna of both continents flowed to-
gether, intermingled, and establis
niches in diverse pockets of the
climateparsing mountain ranges, td
evolve into an incredible array of
tropical plant and animal life.

A group of youngricos
practices a dance routine.

A colorful coastal village.
Costa Ricads environmental zones number
ecologist you hearken to. With only of
some 30 percent of all known species on earth, according to Javier.

Pineapple tastes great right out |
of the field.

L ) ) Fortunately for the ecotourist, many of these species are showy, interesting, abundant,
Pilgrims walk the aisle on their easy to spot. We cruised down jungle rivers; trekked through several kinds of rain forest;
knees to pay respects or give thanks : : ; i
crocodiles, iguanas, and other cregpgwlies up close and personal; viewed and photographe
at the Church of the Black Madonna o . .
in Cartago. hu_ndreds of co_lorful birds; and stayed in snug cabins under a dense canopy frequented by
spider and squirrel monkeys.
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Then again, we visited the Savegre Mountain Lodge, at almost

8,000 feet elevation, where dozens of hummingbird species

mobbed the feeders, and the local sport was stalking the mag-

ni ficent but elusive quetzal bird. (We did
next time.) r

At every stop there were guides, leq
turers, and landowners eager to ex
plain how Costa Rica, in the past 2
years, has renade its economy and
its whole culture to focus on the et
ics of environmentalisth cataloging
and preserving its remarkable biodi
versity, both as a draw for tourists
and as the backbone of a sustainal¥s

Two graytailed mountain gem lifestyle for the Ticos
hummingbirds, face one another ¥ ¢
across a branch at the Savegre Lodge. A small anteater known as a tamandua pokes his

) ) _ proboscis out from the bushes near the Arenal
We also took fascinating texaortrins Qgican&0osta Ricads traditional

dustrie® bananas, pineapple, and coffee. The banana plantations were fasci-

4 nating. The pineapples, plucked fresh from the field, were
sweet and succulent. And in Costa Rica, trust me, no-
body knows how to make a bad cup of coffee.

Try it, youbre bound to Iike it

Female anhinga rests on a branch.




