
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

WWiissccoonnssiinn  CCoonnggrreeggaattiioonnaall iisstt  
        
                                                          AA  PPuubbll iiccaattiioonn  ooff  tthhee    

        WWiissccoonnssiinn  CCoonnggrreeggaattiioonnaall   AAssssoocciiaattiioonn  
 

  

                     The Moderator’s Message  
I have to admit that, by earthly measures, I’m not a fan of this time of year. Longer periods of darkness, colder 
winds, and snowfalls that could qualify for biblical plagues often become my focus, rather than the beauty of 
God’s artistry in these seasonal changes. 
 
There is one worldly change, however, that always catches my attention: the increase in the human disposition 
toward charity and kindness. People seem to be a bit more at ease, a bit less anxious. I always feel like maybe God 
is sharing with us a pale glimpse of heaven. 
 
Now, those moments can be frustratingly fleeting, as anyone who tries to negotiate Christmas sales the day after 
Thanksgiving can attest. Our human nature is just too stubborn to maintain that disposition. But in increasingly 
frequent moments, the hard shell of our broken humanity is penetrated, and that gives me great hope. We human 
beings may be capable of keeping God’s peaceful and loving Kingdom at bay most of the time, but the Christmas 
season seems to be when God’s divine muscles are flexed, and our defenses against that peaceful and loving 
Kingdom prove ineffective. Just as the cross and abandoned tomb proclaim God’s victory over death, the 
incarnation in Bethlehem proclaims God’s sovereign love for and command of human life.  
 
The Kingdom of God remains within reach. The peace and love that seems to saturate the December air is beyond 
any human control we try to impose upon it. This is God’s peace and love, sown into the very fabric of God’s 
creation.  
 
I offer these thoughts to encourage you to seek the charity, kindness, peace and love that God pours out upon us 
during this Christmas season. But I especially encourage you to find it in your neighbors, your fellow congregation 
members, and maybe even your pastors! Open your heart to embrace those holy moments when God brings 
heaven so close to earth. Those are the moments when all of creation pauses once again as Christ is reborn in the 
humble stables of our hearts.  
 
May God grant you a double portion of grace, mercy and peace in this joyful Advent and Christmas season. 
 
Rev. Shawn P. Stapleton 
First Congregational Church, Kenosha 
WCA Moderator 

 

Directory of WCA Member Churches 
 

Please take a moment to visit our website and view the online Directory of Churches at 
http://www.wiscongregational.net/directory.pdf - If any of your contact information has 
changed, please send corrections ASAP to office@fccweb.net 
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WCA Donation Form 
 

In appreciation to the WCA for the opportunities it provides its sister churches and friends to walk 
together in fellowship, I/we gratefully enclose the following: 

 
Date:  _______________________ 
 
Name of Individual or Church: __________________________________ 
 
Address: ____________________________________________________ 
 
City, State, Zip: ______________________________________________ 
 
Phone:   ____________________________________________________ 
 
E-Mail:   ____________________________________________________ 
 

God Bless Your Contributions of Time, Talents, and Resources!  

 

 

Please make checks payable to 
WCA and mail to: 
 
WCA Treasurer 
c/o  Rev. Dr. Rick Hartley, DMin 
First Congregational Church 
231 Roberts Drive 
Mukwonago, WI  53149 
 

                     Wisconsin Congregationalist Editor 
                             First Congregational Church 
                               231 Roberts Drive 
                             Mukwonago, WI  53149                          

                                 www.wiscongregational.net 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Moderator 
Rev. Shawn P. Stapleton 
First Congregational Church-Kenosha 
5934 8th Ave. 
Kenosha, WI 53140 
Work: 262-654-0457 x222 
shawn.p.stapleton@gmail.com 
  

Moderator- Elect 
Pastor Carol P. Taylor 
2nd Congregational Church, Beloit 
1020 Oak St. 
Beloit, WI 53511 
608-365-4131 home 
608-201-1114 cell 
PastorCarolT@gmail.com  
  

Secretary 
Pat Jipson 
North Shore Congregational Church 
414-352-6546 
patjip@sbcglobal.net 
 

Treasurer 
Rev. Dr. Rick Hartley, D.Min. 
FCC of Mukwonago 
231 Roberts Drive 
Mukwonago, WI 53149 
262-363-7249 (office) 
262-378-4047 (home) 
rick.fcc@gmail.com 
  

Clergy at Large 
Rev. Paul Ray 
FCC of Rochester 
PO Box 8 
Rochester, WI 53167 
262-534-6582 
rsvpray@juno.com 
  

Lay Person at Large 
Joyce McVeigh 
Plymouth Congregational-Racine 
3761 St. Andrews Blvd. 
Racine, WI 53405 
262-633-8749 
  

Youth & Camp Chair & Rep 
Malynnda Johnson 
North Shore Congregational Church 
mjohnson1007@gmail.com 
  

Past-Moderator 
Rae-Ellen Preuss 
FCC of Mukwonago 
231 Roberts Drive 
Mukwonago, WI 53149 
262-594-2740 (home) 
wackymac@centurytel.net 

 
 

Minister's Fellowship Meetings 2009 -2010  
 

December 9     Heritage Congregational Church, Madison 

January 13       North Shore Congregational Church, Fox Point 

February 10     Faith Community, Franklin (tentative) 

March 10          First Congregational Church, Wauwatosa 

April                  No Meeting, WCA Annual Meeting 

May 12             First Congregational Church, Rochester 

Wisconsin Congregational  
Theological Society  

 

January 21, 2010:   Shawn Stapleton 
March 25, 2010:  Kevin Clark 
May 20, 2010:    Doug Gray 

 
Now Meeting at  

First Congregational Church of Wauwatosa 

CONGRATULATIONS to the 
newly ordained— 

Reverend Fred Thimmel  
of Lake Country 

Congregational Church  
in Hartland, Wisconsin.  

We look forward to 
ministering with you for the 

Kingdom of God! 

HAPPY ADVENT and HAPPIEST NEW YEAR! 

A Reminder about the New Articles of Association 
Each church has two (2) voting delegates: a delegate and minister. 

The language of the articles is as follows: 

IV. DELEGATES and VOTING 

A. An active member Church may elect one lay delegate, who shall be 
an active member of said Church.  The designated Minister, senior or 
associate, who is a member of each Church, shall also be a delegate 
to this Association with right of vote 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Gay Mills Halloween Outreach 
 

Halloween rolled around again for the Gays Mills area just as it does every year all around the world but this year 
instead of staying in and cursing the Holiday our church decided to do a sort of evangelistic outreach to all those trick or 
treaters dressed to scare.   

 

Basically on Halloween night we opened up the church and passed out candy, but we had an agenda, a Kingdom 
minded agenda.  We decided to have a few games going, which the trick or treaters could play in order to win some extra 
candy.  The games included such activities as basketball and bowling.  We had one game outside the church and the others 
were inside, the outside game attracted the children to come to a usually closed church.  Then after playing the game 
outside they were directed in where they played some more games and then got a small bag of candy and any extra candy 
they won from the games.  In the bag of candy was a Bible tract asking them to make a decision for Jesus Christ.  We also 
then had the opportunity to invite the children to youth group.  The whole thing worked really great and we had children 
come who don’t attend churches and we were able to plant the seed of the Gospel into their lives.  It also got them used to 
going into a church and a little warmed up to it.   

 

I actually used to not like Halloween but now I see opportunity to reach the lost and I can’t wait till next year.  Some 
may wonder if we are promoting the now very pagan Holiday, but we aren’t and we aren’t condoning dressing up as 
witches and such we are only trying to reach them.  All in all it was fun.   My children dressed up as nice things such as a 
clown and such, my wife dressed as a cowgirl and I dressed as myself which may have scared some but I can’t help 
that……….at least my costume didn’t cost me anything and it was very original.  
  

Rev. Adam Becker 
First Congregational Church  
Gays Mills, WI 

 

Arena Congregational Church 
 

We had a wonderful time at our October 25 Harvest Dinner. The tables were decorated with pumpkins carved 
with Christian symbols. Prizes were awarded - $5 for first place, $4 for second place, $3 for third place, and $2 
for 4th prize. We had so much fun and so many blessings that it was suggested that we do it again next year. 
 
 

In the photo from left to right: Amayssia Wahljohnson holding 
Emma Christensen (4th place), Bricken Brown (1st place), 
Aydenn Wahljohnson (4th place), Jenna Christensen (1st place), 
Bailey Brown (3rd place), Ashtonn Wahljohnson (2nd place), 
and Austin Wahljohnson (4th place). 
 
Photograph by Helga Shultz 

 

 

Rededication at Gays Mills:  Saturday, October 3rd was a very special day in the life of one of our sister churches.  It 
was a re-dedication of the Gays Mills Congregational Church.  
 

Perhaps you remember from previous articles in this publication about their flooding in 2008, the church building was 
devastated.  The flood waters literally rose to the backs of the pews.  But there were a small group that knew the church 
could be rebuilt.  Many long hours were spent cleaning and refurbishing.  This beautiful old church, founded by the Gays 
family in 1872 and built in 1898, was coming back to life.  The sanctuary was glorious in its beauty, where one year 
before, it lay in ruin.  There is a new energy that fills the air.  The congregation has called Pastor Adam Becker to their 
pulpit.  This young pastor, with his lovely wife Darcy and their four children are motivated by their vision and faith.  Long 
time members, some of whom did the work of rebuilding, are excited with the possibilities of growing the congregation 
serving the Lord.  There is still much work to do.  As the church begins a children’s ministry and youth group, they 
continue their 50 year tradition of serving a community pancake breakfast.  It is held during Apple Fest, the last 
weekend in September, serving over 1,000 people.   
 

We began the re-dedication service that day by singing “Shall We Gather at the River?” a most appropriate song, as the 
church is right next to the Kickapoo River.  But there was a certain sadness present.  Despite preplanning, invitations and 
publicity the WCA was represented by only five people. 
 

Rae-Ellen Preuss, Past Moderator of WCA 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reviewing a “Century of Progress” at 2 nd Congregational Church, Beloit -circa 1959  
Submitted by Dick Hulburt 

Church Historian 
 

The following information was taken from several Beloit Daily News articles, and also from Second Congregational Church records: 
 

“A Century of history is passing in review as the Second Congregational Church prepares to celebrate its 100th 
birthday with reminiscences, pageantry, a banquet and a service of Holy Communion. Committees have been at 
work for several months and already a centennial booklet has been issued; an historical pageant is in rehearsal; 
letters have gone forth to former members and friends of the church; and arrangements have been made to have 
former pastors join in the observance. 
 
“As early as 1856, according to records of the ‘mother church,’ First Congregational, the movement for a west 
side Congregational Church was underway. It was not until Jan. 5, 1859, however, that definite organization 
began. Four days later, the first public meeting was held in a rented hall in downtown Beloit’s near west side. 
Prof. Joseph Emerson, the ‘Zeus’ of the Beloit College faculty, preached the first sermon. He and other faculty 
members continued to conduct services for the new parish for several months.” 
 
According to church policy a century ago, organization was in two categories. The Second Congregational 
Society of Beloit was formed on Feb. 25, 1859, but it was not until the following Sept. 11 that the Second 
Congregational Church was officially organized. The two became legally one in 1904. Meanwhile, early in 1859, 
a lot was purchased at the northeast corner of what is now St. Lawrence and Parker Avenues, and construction 
of a $1,500 building was begun. Dedication took place on Christmas day 1859.” 
 
“A pageant of ‘God’s People,’ which unfolded the church’s past history, bringing it up to date was presented. The 
pageant told the history of the church, and a vital segment of history of the mother Beloit community. Mrs. Arthur 
J. Snow and Dr. A.D. Beittel were the narrators, spelling out in words the story of Second Church. Musical 
arrangements, background music and accompaniments were provided by Theophil Voeks, the church organist. 
Soloists were Mrs. Forrest Bassett and Ralph Garman. The pageant began at a point in history 100 years ago 
when Professor Bushnell of Beloit College stood on a bridge across Rock River and counted the number of 
Congregationalists who had to cross from the west to the east side to attend services in the First Church. The 
first act demonstrated how, through the years, the congregation ‘has served the Lord with gladness through 
fellowship, by faith and in friendship.’ 
 
“The (1959) pageant committee was headed by Fay Mills Jr. and Mrs. Charles Jones. Marvin Ludtke and 
Beauford Udell handled the lighting. Mrs. Donald Viles was in charge of costuming. Mrs. John Lightfoot, Edward 
Bennett, Fritz Hansen, Dennis Weeden, Charles Hopper, Robert Wincapaw and Norman Swatek were involved 
also. Elbert Coutts played the minister with the mite singers, who were played by Mrs. Carl Bennett, Mrs. Clifford 
Fawsett and Mrs. Guy Shoop. The present pastor of the church, the Rev. Arthur J. Snow, led a confirmation 
class in the last scene. Members of the class were portrayed by Robert Bue, Katherine Byers, Charles Hopper, 
Karen Shutter, Dennis Weeden and Marva Wieck.” 
 

 

Past and current pastors participated in the 150th Anniversary Candlelight Worship at Second Congregational Church in 
Beloit on Sept. 11. Pictured from left are: Rev. Rob Brink, Pastors Carol Taylor and Doug Gray (current pastors); 

Rev. Ruth Lyons; Rev. Paul Ray; and Rev. Gene VanGalder. 
 


